Future Directions in Literacy Conference

Prior to attending the Future Directions Literacy Conference I was confused about the whole language/phonics debate.  The more I read the various academic discourses the more confused I became, and this was not helped by the ongoing debate in the media and Commonwealth and State Parliaments.  The critics of the teaching of literacy have ammunition in the poor literacy outcomes of some twenty percent of students who complete high school.  This figure is much higher for Indigenous students, the particular focus of my academic research.

The speech by Professor Cambourne (Confusing the Role of Phonics in Becoming Literate) and the panel discussions brought the issues alive and clarified in my mind where I stand on the teaching of literacy.  This was helped by discussions with academics, teachers and fellow students attending the Conference.  However, the most valuable insight I gained at the Conference was the presentation by Claire Acevedo of her and Dr David Rose’s paper, Literacy and Equality in the Classroom.  The work being undertaken by Ms Acevedo, of the Catholic Education Office, is doing much to improve the literacy outcomes of high school students in Melbourne.  This is something that I am sure will be emulated by many schools throughout Australia.

However, my main focus is on improving the literacy of Indigenous students.  Dr Rose’s work in this field has inspired me to research this area and hopefully to apply it in my teaching.  His and his co-researcher’s paper on scaffolding literacy for Indigenous students shows that this can be successfully accomplished and builds on research initially trialled on Indigenous students in Alice Springs (Rose, Gray & Cowey, 1999).
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